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126th General Assembly
Regular Session . B. No.
2005-2006

A BILL

To enact sections 4722.01, 4722.02, 4722.021, 4722.03
to 4722.15, and 4722.99 of the Revised Code to
adopt the Hone | nprovenent Contractor Law,
establish the Hone | nprovenent Contractor
Regi stration Board in the Departnent of Comrerce,
establish civil and crimnal penalties for
violation of the law, and grant the attorney

general enforcenment powers.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4722.01, 4722.02, 4722.021, 4722.03,
4722.04, 4722.05, 4722.06, 4722.07, 4722.08, 4722.09, 4722.10,
4722.11, 4722.12, 4722.13, 4722.14, 4722.15, and 4722.99 of the

Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4722.01. As used in Chapter 4722. of the Revised Code:

(A) "Business day" neans _any cal endar day except Sunday or

New Year's day, Martin Luther King day., Washi ngton-Lincoln day,

Menorial day. | ndependence day. lLabor day. Col unbus day. Veterans'

day, Thanksgi ving day, Christmas day, any day appoi nted and

recommended by the governor of this state or the president of the

United States as a holiday. and any other day defined as a | eqgal

holiday in section 1.14 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) "Disabled" neans a person who is certified as permanently
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and totally disabled by an agency of this state or the United

States that has the function of so classifying persons.

(C "Elderly" nmeans a person who is sixty-five yvears of age

or older on the date a honme inprovenent contract i s signed.

(D) (1) "Hone inprovenent" nmeans the repair., replacenent,

renodeling, alteration, conversion, inprovenent, rehabilitation

or addition to any building used or designed to be used as a one-,

two-, or three-famly dwelling house or an individually owned unit

in a residential condom nium devel opnent, and includes but is not

limted to the construction, replacenent, installation, repair,

and i nprovenent of sunroons., porches. patios. decks., gazebos.

driveways., sidewal ks, fences, swi mm ng pools, doors., w ndows,

shutters, awnings, qutters, downspouts, siding, roofing,

i nsul ation, cabinetry, concrete, asphalt, flooring. painting,

heating and air conditioning equipnent, plunbing systens,

appliances installed with pernmanent connections to pl unbing,

drai nage or waterproofing systens, and garages.

(2) "Home inprovenent" does not include any of the follow nag:

(a) Construction of a new one-, two-, or three-fanily

dwel | i ng _house;

(b) Wrk perforned on a structure that contains four or nore

dwelling units, except for work perforned on a residenti al

condoni niumunit that is individually owned:

(c) Work performed on the common area of a condoni ni um

property:;

(d) Wirk perforned by a person licensed pursuant to Chapter
921., 927.. or 4740. of the Revised Code when the work is limted

to the licensed trade;

(e) Goods sold or materials furnished by a seller who neither

arranges to performnor perforns, directly or indirectly, any work
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or labor in connection with the installation or application of the

goods or mmterials:;

(f) Goods sold or services furnished for commercial or

busi ness use or for resale;

(g) The sale of an appliance that is designed to be easily

transported and installed without a pernanent connection to the

dwelling or land, including stoves, refrigerators, freezers, and

roomair conditioners, or the installation of an appliance by the

retailer who sold the appliance or the retailer's agent.

(E) "Home inprovenent contractor"” neans any person who, for

conpensation. engages in the business of performng or offering to

perform any home inprovenent. "Hone inprovenent contractor" does

not include any of the follow ng unless that person advertises or

indicates that the person i s a hone inprovenent contractor:

(1) A person who perforns | abor or services for a hone

i nprovenent contractor;

(2) A person who performs a hone inprovenent on that person's

own dwelling unit:

(3) A person who works on one structure or project during a

twel ve-nont h period under one or npbre hone inprovenent contracts

for which the total amount of all contracts for |abor, materials,

and other itens is |less than five hundred dollars and that work is

of a m nor or inconsequential nature;

(4) A person licensed pursuant to Chapter 921., 927.. or

4740. of the Revised Code when that person's work is limted to

the licensed trade.

(F) "Hone inprovenent contract" neans any adreenent between a

hone i nprovenent contractor or sal esperson and an owner for the

performance of a hone inprovenent, and includes all agreenents for

| abor, services, and materials to be furni shed and perforned under
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that contract.

(G "Omer" neans a person who owns a one-, two- or three-

famly dwelling or the owner of an individual unit in a

condonmi ni um devel opnent. "Omer" includes a person authorized by

an_owner to act on the owner's behalf to order., contract for. or

pur chase a hone i nprovenent.

(H "Hone inprovement sal esperson" neans an i ndivi dual who,

on behalf of a hone inprovenent contractor or as an agent or

enpl oyee of a hone inprovenent contractor, negotiates or offers to

negotiate a honme inprovenent contract with an owner or solicits or

sells a hone inprovenent to an owner.

(1) "Special-order or custommade materials" neans naterials

that, prior to their delivery to the work site, require processing

by a manufacturer to neet the designated specifications of a

particul ar hone i nprovenent project and cannot be returned to the

supplier for a refund or credit because of features that limt

their use to the specific project.

Sec. 4722.02. (AY(1) There is hereby created in the

department of comerce the Chio hone inprovenent contractor

registration board. consisting of el even nenbers who are residents

of this state. Two nenbers, at | east one of whomrepresents

pr of essi onal renopdeling groups of two hundred nenbers or nore,

shall represent professional renpdeling groups, two nenbers who

are not associated with or financially interested in the hone

i nprovenent industry shall represent the general public, one

nenber _shall represent senior citizens, one nenber shall represent

the better business bureau., one nenber shall be a specialty

contractor, one nenber shall be enployed as a buil ding inspector,

and three nenbers shall be enployed in the home inprovenent

i ndustry.
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(2) The governor shall appoint the two nenbers who represent

pr of essi onal renopdeling groups, one of whom shall have an initial

term endi ng Decenber 31, 2007, and one of whom shall have an

initial termendi ng Decenber 31, 2009, the two nenbers who

represent the general public, one of whom shall have an initia

term endi ng Decenber 31, 2007, and one of whom shall have an

initial termending Decenber 31, 2009, and one of the nenbers who

is enployed by the hone i nprovenent industry., who shall have an
initial termending Decenber 31, 2008.

(3) The president of the senate shall appoint the nenber who

represents the better business bureau, who shall have an initial

term endi ng Decenber 31, 2007. and the nenber who is enployed as a

bui |l di ng i nspector, who shall have an initial term endi ng Decenber
31, 2008.

(4) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint

the menber who represents senior citizens, who shall have an
initial termendi ng Decenber 31, 2007, and the nmenber who is

enpl oyed as a specialty contractor, who shall have an initial term
endi ng Decenber 31. 2008.

(5) The attorney general shall appoint one of the nenmbers who

is enployed in the hone inprovenent contracting industry, who

shall have an initial term ending Decenber 31, 2008.

(6) The director of comrerce shall appoint one of the nenbers

who is enployved with the hone inprovenent contracting industry,

who shall have an initial termending Decenber 31, 2009.

(B) After the initial term each termof office is for three

vears ending on the thirty-first day of Decenmber. A nmenber shall

hold office fromthe date of appointnment until the end of the term

for which the nenber i s appointed.

(O (1) Any nmenber appointed to fill a vacancy that occurs

prior to the expiration of a termshall continue in office for the
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remai nder of that term Any nenber shall continue in office

subsequent to the expiration of the term until the nmenber's

successor takes office, or until sixty days have el apsed,

whi chever occurs first.

(2) A vacancy on the board does not inpair the authority of

the renmni ni ng nenbers to exercise all of the board's powers.

(3) Vacancies shall be filled in the manner of the ori gi nal

appoi nt nent .

(D) The governor nmmy renove any nenber fromthe board for

nal f easance, m sfeasance, or nonfeasance after an adjudication in

accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code.

(E) The board shall elect a nenber as chairperson for a

one-vear term The board shall neet at | east once per nonth, at

the call of the chairperson. The chairperson shall notify each

nenber of the tine, date, and place of each neeting at | east one

week i n advance.

(F) Menbers of the board receive no conpensation for serving

on the board but are entitled to reinbursenent for actual and

necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their official

duties, including travel expenses, to be paid fromthe hone

i nprovenent contractor reqgistration fund, established pursuant to

section 4722.04 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4722.021. The Ohi o hone inprovenent contractor

reqgi stration board shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(A) Adopt rules under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to

carry out the purposes of this chapter, including rules governing

the registration of hone inprovenent contractors:

(B) Devel op and prescribe an application formfor

registration as a hone inprovenent contractor
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(G Hear conplaints fromowners regardi ng violations of this

chapter and recomend actions based on findings related to those

conplaints to the attorney general

(D) Advise and informthe public concerning practices rel ated

to hone inprovenents, the registration programfor hone

i nprovenent contractors, and actions a consuner nay take regarding

violations of this chapter;

(E) Maintain an el ectroni c database that contains the

information each applicant for registration or renewal submits as

well as the action the board takes on each application and the

reason or for any denial of an application or the suspension or

revocation of a renewal. The attorney general shall have

el ectronic access to the database.

(F) Maintain and nmake available to the public on the internet

a list of the nanes, business addresses, and busi ness tel ephone

nunbers of hone i nprovenent contractors;

(G Mintain a systemthat enables contractors, online or by

e-muil. to update reqgistration and provide other infornation the

board requires.

Sec. 4722.03. (A (1) No person shall operate in this state as

a hone i nprovenent contractor unless that person is reqistered

with the OGhio hone inprovenent contractor registration board in

t he departnent of commerce.

(2) Any advertisenment for hone inprovenents shall contain a

hone i nprovenent contractor's reqistration nunber.

(B) No person licensed pursuant to Chapter 921., 927.. or

4740. of the Revised Code is required to register as a hone

i nprovenent contractor if that person's work is linmted to the

trade for which the person is |licensed.
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Sec. 4722.04. (A To register as a hone inprovenent

contractor, a person shall submt a signed and notarized

application to the Chio hone inprovenent contractor registration

board on a formthe board prescribes. The application shal

provide all of the follow ng infornation

(1) The applicant's name and address. the tel ephone number

and principal office address of the applicant's business, the

nane, residence address, and residential tel ephone nunber of each

nanager or _person responsible for the operation of the business,

and the nane and address of any statutory agent who accepts

service of process for the applicant:

(2) The nanes and addresses of all partners if the applicant

is a partnership, of all parties if the applicant is a joint

venture, of all officers if the applicant is a corporation, of

each trustee if the applicant is a trust, or the receiver if the

applicant is a receivership

(3) A copy of the certificate of incorporation if the

applicant is a corporation;

(4) The identity of the court supervising the receivership if

the applicant is a receivership

(5) A current photoagraph of each individual nanmed pursuant to

divisions (A (1) and (A (2) of this section;

(6) A description of the applicant's business, the

applicant's experience perform ng honme inprovenents, and al

busi ness and trade nanes the applicant has used in the precedi ng

five years:

(7) Whether the applicant or any officer or principal has

ever:

(a) Been convicted of a crinmnal offense related to a home

i nprovenent transaction or been convicted of fraud, theft, a crine
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of deception, or _a crine involving fraudul ent busi ness practices:;

(b) Had a civil judgnent related to a hone inprovenent

contract entered against either the applicant or a business in

which the applicant held an interest;

(c) Had a reqgistration under this chapter revoked or

suspended pursuant to an order issued by a court of conpetent

jurisdiction or an adninistrative action;

(d) Been suspended or debarred from participating in any

federal, state, or local programthat provides funding or other

assistance to consuners for hone inprovenments during the preceding

ten years;

(e) Filed for bankruptcy and. if so, the nane of the business

or individual that filed and the court and case nunber of the

filing.

(8) Evidence of general liability insurance in accordance
with section 4722.08 of the Revi sed Code;

(9) Evidence of workers' conpensation risk coverage and

unenpl oynent i nsurance coverage as required in Chapters 4123. and
4141. of the Revi sed Code:

(10) The nane, residential address., residential telephone

nunber . busi ness address, busi ness tel ephone nunber, and

experience in the hone inprovenent industry for each sal esperson

the contractor enpl oys or conpensates for work;

(11) Al nanes by which each sal esperson the contractor

enpl oys or conpensates for work has been known;

(12) O her information the board determ nes necessary to

carry out the purposes of this chapter.

(B) Any person registered under this chapter shall notify the

board in witing or by e-mail of any change in the information

contained in that person's application within thirty business days
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followi ng the change. Any person who fails to notify the board may

be assessed a penalty in an amount the board establishes by rule.

If a person fails to notify the board of a change of statutory

agent., service upon the statutory agent naned in the application

shall be deened effective.

(GO Any application for reqgistration or renewal of

regi stration as a hone inprovenent contractor shall be acconpani ed

by an application fee in the anount the board establishes by rule

adopt ed pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. |f an

application is denied, the board shall return all but twenty-five

dollars of the application fee to the applicant.

(D) The board shall pay all fees received pursuant to this

section to the treasurer of state, to be credited to the hone

i nprovenent contractor reqgistration fund, which is hereby created

in the state treasury. The board shall use the fund to adni ni ster

the hone inprovenent contractors reqgistration program to educate

consuners, hone inprovenent contractors, and enpl oyees of

contractors, and to pay the board's expenses.

Sec. 4722.05. (A) Wthin thirty days after receiving a

conpl eted application for reqgistration as a hone inprovenent

contractor, the Chio hone inprovenent contractor reqistration

board shall approve or deny that reqgistration. The board shal

issue a certificate of registration to any person whose

registration is approved. A reqgistration is effective for one year

and may be renewed according to rules the board adopts. No person

shall transfer or assign a registration or certificate to another

erson.

(B) The board may deny or refuse to renew an application or

suspend or revoke a reqgistration if a hone inprovenent contractor

has done any of the foll ow ng:
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(1) Deceptively obtained or attenpted to obtain a

registration for the contractor or any other person;

(2) Intentionally failed to supply registration infornation

or supplied falsified registration informtion:

(3) Used a reqgistration deceptively:

(4) Was found by a court of conpetent jurisdiction to have

violated this chapter

(5) Was convicted of an unfair, deceptive, or unconsci onabl e

sal es practice pursuant to sections 1345.01 to 1345.13 of the

Revi sed Code, a felony or nisdeneanor offense related to a hone

i nprovenent contract., or a theft offense as defined in section
2913.01 of the Revised Code;

(6) Had a reqgistration or a license as a hone inprovenent

contractor or a hone inprovenent sal esperson suspended or revoked

by any state or a political subdivision of any state.

(€ The board shall nmeke any decision to deny, refuse to

renew, suspend, or revoke a reqgistration pursuant to Chapter 119.

of the Revised Code. The decision shall be in witing, set forth

the facts relating to the situation that led to the denial,

refusal , suspension, or revocation, the reasons for the decision

including reference to the law or rule directly involved, specify

the tine linmt and procedure for appeal. and be delivered to the

applicant by certified mail.

(D) (1) Any person whose application is denied or whose

registration is suspended or revoked may reguest a hearing by

neking a witten reguest to the board within thirty days after

recei pt of the board's decision. The request shall include the

nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of the person requesting the

hearing, and a brief statenent of the grounds for appeal.

(2) The board shall schedul e and conduct a hearing in
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accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revi sed Code.

(3) The hearing officer shall review the board' s decision and

affirm reverse, vacate, or nodify that decision within thirty

busi ness days after the hearing.

(E) No contractor may apply for reqgistration for six nonths

after the denial, suspension, or revocation of an application or

registration. After that tine, the board nmay consider a new

application for registration in accordance with rules the board

adopts pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4722.06. (A) No hone inprovenent contractor shal

perform any honme inprovenent unless that contractor has entered

into a witten contract with the owner. The contract shall include

all agreenents and contain all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The contractor's nane, business street address, tel ephone

nunber, and regqi stration nunbers:;

(2) The owner's nane, address, and tel ephone nunber:;

(3) The address where the work is to be perforned;

(4) A detailed description of the hone inprovenent, including

the goods and services to be furnished;

(5) The date or tine period the hone inprovenent is to bedin

and the date or tine period it is to be conpleted;

(6) The total anmpbunt to be paid for the hone inprovenent;

(7) Statenents that obligate the contractor to obtain any

required permt, pay any required fee, and post any notice

required in connection with the hone inprovenent, and guarantee or

provide a manufacturer's warranty, if one is available, to

quarantee all work and materials for not | ess than one vear after

the hone i nprovenent is conpl eted;

(8) A statenent of any lien or security interest that may be
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filed against the property:

(9) Anotice, in at |east fourteen-point type, that the owner

should not sign the contract if it contains any bl ank spaces and

that the owner is entitled to a copy of the contract at the tine

the owner signs it;

(10) A notice, in at |east fourteen-point type, that any

change or anendnent to the original contract shall be in witing

and agreed to by the owner and the contractor:

(11) Any cost of installation or delivery that the contract

does not cover;

(12) The following statenent clearly set forth in at | east

fourteen-point type in imediate proxinty to the signature line:

"State |l aw ensures that yvou may cancel this transaction at

any tine prior to mdnight of the third busi ness day after you

sign. You may cancel using any formof witten conmuni cation or

the form provided."

(13) The dated signatures of the owner and the contractor.

(B) No hone inprovenent contract shall contain any of the

foll owi ng:

(1) A clause that limts consuner renedies;

(2) A confession of judgnent cl ause;

(3) A clause that requires venue or nediation or arbitration

in any county other than the one in which the owner resides or the

hone i nprovenent is perforned

(4) A binding or nandatory arbitration clause unless the

owner specifically agrees to the clause and signs the foll ow ng

statenent, set forth in fourteen-point type and |ocated in

imedi ate proximty to the arbitration clause: "State |law pernits

a hone inprovenent contract to include a binding or nmandatory
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arbitration requirenent only if the owner agrees. Sign here if you

agree to arbitration as described in this contract.

............................ (signature of owner)":

(5) A waiver of any right to which the owner is entitled

under this chapter. except in _an _energency.

(©Q (1) The down paynent for any hone inprovenent shall be not

greater than twenty per cent of the total amount of the contract

price plus the cost of special-order or customnmade materials, for

whi ch the contractor shall provide an item zed |list that shows the

price of each.

(2) The final paynent for any hone inprovenent shall not be

due until any required inspection or approval by a nunicipal

corporation, township. or county building departnent has been

performed if such an inspection i S required.

Sec. 4722.07. (A (1) In addition to any other right to revoke

an offer or to termnate or cancel a contract, an owner may cancel

a hone i nprovenent contract until the |later of midnight of the

third business day after the owner signs the contract or m dni ght

of the third business day after the contractor provides the notice

of cancellation this section requires. To cancel., an owner_ shal

provide a witten notice of cancellation to the contractor at the

address stated in the contract. The notice may be delivered by

nmai |, personal delivery, telegram or electronic mail if agreed to

by the parties. The date of the notice is the date of the postmark

of a muiled notice, the date a telegramis ordered. the date of

sendi ng as marked by the sending machine for a notice sent via

el ectronic neans, or the date of delivery to the contractor or the

contractor's business address for a notice provided by personal

delivery.

(2) A cancellation notice may be in any witten formso | ong
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as it indicates the owner's intention not to proceed. The owner

may cancel using the formthe contractor provides, but is not

obligated to use that form

(B) When an owner signs a hone inprovenent contract. the

contractor or sal esperson shall provide the following formthat is

conpl eted except for the date and owner's si gnature:
NOTI CE OF CANCELLATI ON

(contract date)

You may cancel this hone inprovenent contract w thout penalty

or obligation, for any reason, at any tinme prior to nidnight of

the third business day after the date witten above.

If vou cancel this contract, the contractor will return to

you within ten business days any property you have given the

contractor, any paynents vou have nmade, and any other item of

val ue vou have given the contractor

If you cancel, vou nust neke available to the contractor at

your residence any goods delivered to vou under this contract. If

the contractor does not pick themup within thirty cal endar days,

you may keep or dispose of the goods. You are responsible for the

val ue of any goods vou do not nmke avail abl e.

To cancel this transaction, send the contractor a signed and

dated copy of this cancellation notice or any other witten notice

indicating that you are canceling. The notice may be sent by mail,

personal delivery, telegram facsinmle transm ssion. or e-nail

Send the notice to:

(Name of contractor or sal esperson)

(Address of contractor's place of business)

not |ater than nidnight of
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(Date - three business days after contract is signed)
| HEREBY CANCEL TH S TRANSACTI ON

Dat e (Onner' s _si gnature)

(C) The rights and responsibilities under sections 4722.06

and 4722.07 of the Revised Code may not be waived by contract.

Sec. 4722.08. (A A hone inprovenent contractor shall

maintain a general liability insurance policy in an anount the

Chi o hone i nprovenent contractor registration board establishes by

rul e.

(B) A contractor shall begin work on the date or within the

tine period specified in the contract. A hone inprovenent

contractor shall conplete a hone inprovenent pursuant to any

agr eed-upon schedule if the owner nmkes paynents as required by

that schedule. In no case shall a contractor fail to conplete the

ampbunt of work that is in proportion to the paynents an owner has

nade unless the delay is due to a reasonabl e cause beyond the

contractor's control

(C) Upon conpletion of the hone inprovenent., the contractor

shall give an owner a legible copy of each warranty pertaining to

goods or services supplied for the hone inprovenent, including

manuf acturers' warranties if supplied by the nmanufacturer

(D) No hone inprovenent contractor or sal esperson shall do

any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Knowinaly msrepresent a material fact in applying for a

certificate of reqistration;

(2) Fraudulently m srepresent any aspect of the transaction

or the nature or the quality of the work or the materials;

(3) Require the deposit before the owner signs the contract;
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(4) Knowi ngly violate any applicabl e building code or

sanitary or health law of this state or any political subdivision;

(5) Use an owner's personal information wi thout the owner's

perm ssion for any purpose not directly related to the hone

i nprovenent or transfer an owner's personal information to a third

party for any purpose not directly related to the hone

i nprovenment ;

(6) Cause or attenpt to cause an owner to waive any right

this chapter grants.

Sec. 4722.09. No person shall know ngly do any of the
fol |l owi ng:

(A) Make a false or msleading statenent or damage an owner's

property with purpose to induce, encourage. or solicit an owner to

enter into a hone inprovenent contract or to increase an agreed

upon contract price for a hone inprovenent:

(B) Msrepresent, directly or by inplication, an affiliation

with or endorsenent by a governnent or third-party organi zation to

i nduce, encourage, or solicit an owner to enter into a hone

i nprovenent contract:

(C Alter, without the owner's witten consent, a hone

i nprovenent contract., hone | oan application or docunment,

proni ssory note, or any other docunent incident to entering into

or perform ng a hone inprovenent:;

(D) Msrepresent or conceal the contractor's or sal esperson's

real name, business nane, or any other identifying informtion.

Sec. 4722.10. (A) The attorney general may conduct an

investigation if the attorney general has reason to believe, based

on conplaints, a report fromthe Chio hone inprovenent contractor

registration board., or the attorney general's own inquiries, that
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a _person has engaged in, is engaging in, or isS preparing to engage

in an act that violates this chapter or a rule adopted under it.

(B) In any investigation pursuant to this section, the

attorney general may admini ster oaths. subpoena w tnesses, adduce

evi dence, and require the production of any book, docunent,

record, or other relevant matter.

(O (1) If the matter to be produced is | ocated outside this

state, the attorney general nmmy designate a representative,

including an official of the state in which the matter is | ocated,

to inspect the matter on the attorney general's behalf. The

attorney general may carry out simlar requests received from

officials of other states.

(2) Any person subpoenaed to produce matter pursuant to this

section shall make that matter avail able at a conveni ent | ocation

within this state or the state of the designated representative.

(D) Any person subpoenaed under this section may file a

petition to extend the day on which the subpoena is to be returned

or to nmodify or quash that subpoena. for good cause shown, in the

court of commpn pleas of Franklin county, the county in this state

in which the person resides, or the county in this state in which

the person's principal place of business is |ocated. The person

may file the petition at any tine before the specified return date

or within twenty days after the service of the subpoena, whichever

is earlier.

(E) A person subpoenaed under this section shall conply with

the terns of the subpoena unless the court orders otherw se prior

to the date specified for return or as extended. If a person fails

w thout |awful excuse to obey a subpoena or to produce rel evant

matter, the attorney general may apply to the court of comon

pl eas for an order that does one or nore of the foll ow ng:
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(1) Conpels the requested di scovery:

(2) Adjudges the person in contenpt of court;

(3) Gants injunctive relief to restrain the person from

engagi ng in conduct that violates this chapter:

(4) Gants injunctive relief to preserve or restore the

stat us quo;

(5) Gants other relief that may be required until the person

obeys the subpoena.

(F) The court shall punish any person who violates an order

of a court issued under this section in the sane manner _as a

violation of an injunction issued under section 4722.11 of the
Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4722.11. (A) The attorney general may bring a civil

action in a court of common pleas if it appears that a person has

violated this chapter or any substantive rule adopted pursuant to

it and may request injunctive relief, a civil penalty, or other

appropriate relief. The attorney general shall notify the Ghio

hone inprovenent contractor reqistration board of any action

brought pursuant to this section

(B Any party to a civil action brought pursuant to this

section has the right to a jury trial.

(O (1) If a court finds a hone inprovenent contractor or

sal esperson has violated this chapter or a rul e adopted pursuant

to it, the court nmay grant a tenporary restraining order, a

prelimnary injunction, an attachnent. a permanent injunction

w t hout bond, an order for the appointnent of a referee or

receiver for the sequestration of assets, or any other appropriate

relief.

(2) For the purposes of this section, each violation of this
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chapter constitutes a separate violation

(D) _Any civil penalty ordered pursuant to this section shal

be paid to the state treasurer for deposit in the hone inprovenent

contractor consuner protection enforcenent fund in the state

treasury. which is hereby created. The hone inprovenent contractor

regi strati on board shall use the fund solely to give relief to

owners who are harned by reqistered hone i nprovenent contractors

who violate this chapter.

(E) An action under this section shall be brought not nore

than two years after the owner discovers or should have di scovered

the violation, whichever occurs earlier.

Sec. 4722.12. (A) An owner injured by a hone inprovenent

contractor's or salesperson's violation of this chapter or a rule

adopted pursuant to it may bring a civil action agai nst the

contractor or salesperson in any court of conpetent jurisdiction

for legal or equitable relief.

(B) When an owner commences an action pursuant to this

section, the clerk of court shall immediately serve notice upon

the attorney general's office.

(CQ) Any party to a civil action under this section has the

right to a jury trial

(D)(1) The court may grant an injunction, a tenporary

restraining order, the greater of actual danmges or two hundred

dollars for a first violation and five hundred dollars for

additional violations., or other appropriate relief for a violation

of this chapter or a rule adopted pursuant to it.

(2) The court or the jury may award the owner treble danmages

if it finds a contractor or sal esperson fraudulently commtted an

act or practice that violates this chapter or a substantive rule

adopted pursuant to it relative to the performance of a product or
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the performance of work by the contractor

(E) An action under this section shall be brought not nore

than two years after the owner discovers or should have di scovered

the violation, whichever occurs earlier.

Sec. 4722.13. An owner may file a conplaint pursuant to this

chapter with the Chio hone inprovenent contractor registration

board. The board shall consider the facts of the conplaint and may

take any appropriate action related to a contractor's |license,

provide nonetary relief fromthe hone inprovenent contractor

consuner protection enforcenent fund, or reconmend further action

to the attorney general

Sec. 4722.14. (A) The attorney general may initiate any

crimnal proceedings permtted under this chapter by presenting

evidence of a crinmnal violation to the prosecuting attorney of

any county in which the offense may be prosecuted. If the

prosecuting attorney does not prosecute the violation, or if the

prosecuting attorney requests, the attorney general may proceed in

the prosecution with all the rights, privileges, and powers

conferred by | aw on the prosecuting attorney, including the power

to appear before a grand jury and to interrogate witnesses before

a grand jury. The attorney general or prosecuting attorney shal

report any action filed pursuant to this section to the Chio hone

i nprovenment contractor registration board.

(B) The powers of the attorney general set forth in division

(A) of this section are in addition to any other powers of the

attorney general.

(C) The renedies and powers available to the attorney general

under this section and section 4722.11 of the Revised Code are

cunul ative and concurrent and the exercise of one renedy or power

does not preclude or require the exercise of any other renedy or
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power. The attorney general need not use any procedure set forth
in section 4722.10 or 4722.11 of the Revised Code prior to the

exercise of a renmedy or power set forth in this section or section

4722.11 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4722.15. (A) The powers. renedies, and penalties this

chapter provides are in addition to any other power, renedy, or

penalty avail able under federal, state, or local |aw

(B) Nothing in this chapter preenpts any nunicipal, township,

or _county ordi nance that does not conflict with this chapter. An

ordi nance does not conflict with this chapter if it provides

protection to an owner that is equal to or greater than the

protection that this chapter or the rules adopted pursuant to it

provide. Conpliance with any municipal, township, or county

ordi nance does not relieve a hone inprovenment contractor or

sal esperson fromconplying with this chapter and the rul es adopted

pursuant to it.

(C) This chapter is renedial in nature and shall be liberally

construed by the courts of this state, in accordance with section
1.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4722.99. (A) Any person working as a hone inprovenent

contractor who is not registered with the Chio hone inprovenent

contractor reqgistration board is quilty of a first dedree

ni sdeneanor for the first offense and a fifth degree felony for

each subsequent of fense.

(B) Any person who knowingly and with fraudul ent intent

provides a product that does not performas prom sed or who

performs work that is not to the pronmi sed standard is quilty of a

fifth dearee fel ony.

(CQ) Committing the acts described in this section during a

tine of energency or against a person who is elderly or disabled
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is a fourth degree felony.

Section 2. (A Not later than June 30, 2007, the Chio Hone
| mprovenent Contractor Registration Board shall establish
procedures and a systemto register hone inprovenent contractors.
The procedures for the first year of registration may differ from

the procedures established for registration after the first year.

(B) On July 1, 2007, the Board shall comrence the

regi stration of hone inprovenent contractors.

Section 3. Sections 4722.03, 4722.06, 4722.07, 4722.08,
4722. 13, and 4722.99 of the Revised Code shall take effect January
1, 2008.
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